
PIG SKILLS MANUALS - Farm protocols Copyright © 1999 by PPT Ltd.  All rights reserved

Treat if necessary    
and assess daily

Remove pig(s) to hospital pen

Are they likely to recover?

Is there a recognizable problem 
with a defined treatment?

DECISION MAKING PROTOCOL FOR SICK OR INJURED PIGS

Recognition of problem

Sick, diseased? Injured, disadvantaged?

Individual pig Pen or group Whole barn

ASSESSMENT
- Temperature, respiration rate
- Feet and legs, injuries, movement
- Degree pig is disadvantaged

Is the pig likely to 
recover with treatment?

YES

EXTENTEXTENT

DIAGNOSIS

NO

Are they fit for   
casualty slaughter?

Send for
normal 
slaughter

YES NO

YES NO

Consult vet

Humanely 
destroy

Send for
casualty 
slaughter

YES NO

Can the pig be 
treated in the 
pen?

Can the pig be 
sent for normal 
slaughter?

YES NO

YES NOTreat according to 
department 
Treatment protocol 

Remove to 
hospital pen, treat 
and assess daily Send for normal 

slaughter 
Send for casualty 
slaughter or 
humanely destroy

Assess 
daily
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